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Track 1 

 

Wendy Korwin: [00:00:00] My name is Wendy Korwin, and I’m the Pembroke Center’s 

archivist. I’m very happy to be here today with members of the Class of 1990, who are 

celebrating their twenty-fifth college reunion. Today is Saturday, May 23, 2015, and we’re 

gathered in Room 202 of Pembroke Hall. I have a series of questions prepared for you, and I 

hope that you’ll feel answering them or responding to one another in any or no order. I’d like to 

begin, though, by asking you each to introduce yourself with a few sentences, to say where 

you’re coming from, geographically, professionally, and maybe a little bit personally, to give a 

sense of who we have in front of us today. 

 

Amy Levin: I’ll start. I’m Amy Levin, class of 1990. I’m from New York originally, now live in 

Chicago. While I was here at Brown, I was a modern culture and Media and semiotics major. I’m 

currently a speech language pathologist. I’m part of the clinical faculty at Northwestern. 

[00:01:00] 

 

Julia Hyung-Lee: I’m Julia Hyung-Lee. I double majored in women’s studies and English and 

American literature while I was here at Brown. I was very active in the Sarah Doyle Women’s 

Center, and since graduating, I attended law school, practiced for many years, and then took 

some time off, and now I am the executive director for a large multi-subspecialty ophthalmology 

medical practice in the Philadelphia area, and that’s where I currently live. 
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Lizzie Berne DeGear: I’m Lizzie Berne DeGear. When I was at Brown, I majored in 

comparative literature. I’m originally from New York City, and that’s where I live now. Career-

wise, I’ve done a few different things. I’m certified as a hospital chaplain, and I have a Ph.D. in 

theology, and I focused on psychoanalytic theory and Hebrew scripture [00:02:00], and now I 

write and teach in those fields, as well as continuing to do a little bit of chaplaincy. 

 

Emily Widmann McBurney: I’m Emily Widmann McBurney. I’m originally from New York. I 

majored in American Civilization while I was here at Brown. I now live in Atlanta, which – I’ve 

lived in Atlanta for 20 years, which is hard to believe. I am a lawyer. I have my own practice, 

and I have a very, very niche specialty of law having to do with dividing retirement assets in 

divorce cases, and I have one child. 

 

Ashley Bruce: My name’s Ashley Bruce. I’m originally from Philadelphia. I now live in 

Toronto, Canada. I did Biology while I was here – I can’t believe everyone’s saying “major,” I 

thought we were supposed to say “concentrator.” [laughter] I concentrated in Biology, and then I 

did a Ph.D. in neurobiology and got a job [00:03:00] at the University of Toronto, and I’ve been 

there ever since. 

 

WK: Great, thank you, and welcome. I think we’re going to start by stepping back and just ask 

each of you how you decided to come to Brown. 

 

AL: I went to a summer high school program at Brown, after my junior year in high school, and 

was just really looking, quite honestly, for a place to spend the summer away from my family, 

and was really excited to see what was here, got to take some courses, loved the environment, 

really liked exploring Providence, even at that time. So I applied as soon as I could. I was really 

excited about it. 

 

JHL: I went to a very small – well, it was large, only because it was the only high school in the 

entire [00:04:00] county, but it was small in the sense of resources. It didn’t have a whole lot. So 

I came to Brown sight unseen. I wanted the east coast college experience, and I remember 

pulling out a map and showing my friend where I was going, and she just pretty much said, “You 
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can’t go further away without falling into the other ocean.” But, you know, it was definitely a 

deer in the headlights, my first semester here, it was so different. But I’ve loved the experience 

then, and even looking back on it, just have such fond memories of my time here. Made amazing 

friends and really, you know, I think it launched kind of the person I was to become, so sort of 

pre-Brown and after-Brown. 

 

LBD: It’s funny, because you asked that question the first thing that hit me was how young I was 

when I made that decision. I was a teenager. And I feel very lucky that I made the decision that I 

made. But [00:05:00] I think it was more fun-seeming than the other schools I looked at, and in 

the end, I was deciding between here and Stanford. And I remember visiting Stanford and 

thinking it looked wonderful in all these ways, but I was very aware of my east coast-ness when I 

was there, and my New York-y-ness, and I just think this felt comfortable and familiar right 

away, so – 

 

EWM: So this is a story that never really sounds true, but it is. [laughter] So in ninth grade – I 

went to a very big public high school in Westchester, New York – and in ninth grade, I was in 

this special school-within-a-school, that was still a holdover from the sixties and seventies and it 

was like – it was Brown, basically, with this tiny little thing in the high school. We called our 

teachers by their first names, and we had seven Rs and we didn’t [00:06:00] get grades, we did 

evaluations, and it was the best school year of my entire life. And then they canceled the 

program at the end of ninth grade for budget reasons, and also because they were like, “This is 

too out-there for us to have.” And so I suffered through the rest of high school and really always 

wanted to get back to that kind of learning for the sake of learning, and I still remember so much 

stuff about ninth grade. And then when, I remember so distinctly, that I was looking through the 

college book to find – and I read about Brown, and I was like, “This is it.” And then my dad was 

like, “You know I went there, right?” [laughter] And I had never – I mean, my dad is a very 

devoted Brown alum, but he purposely just never talked about it. And so I literally came to it 

myself, and then I was like, “Oh, that’s awesome.” And so it was not like I’d ever visited Brown 

or come or anything throughout my childhood, and Brown really did capture exactly, 

educationally [00:07:00], what I was looking for, and I have – I was telling my friend yesterday, 

I have one child, and I sent him to Montessori school, and when I was at the Montessori school, I 
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had all these questions about how that was going to work, if we just give these three-year-olds 

free rein to choose what they’re going to learn about, how is that going to work. And then I 

would be like, “Oh, I know.” [laughter] It’s basically – Montessori is like Brown for three-year-

olds. And now he goes to a similarly progressive school, so it really just sort of captured how I 

like to see the world and how I like to learn. 

 

JHL: Didn’t your dad – 

 

AL: My dad went to Brown, too. And my sister went, too. She graduated four years after me. 

Yup. 

 

AB: I don’t – I was trying to remember, I can’t even – so I have an older brother, and he sort of 

did the college tour thing a couple years before me, and I remember that he really liked Brown. 

He ended up not going here, though, but I still somehow was left with this impression that he had 

a good impression. And then, I think, I visited [00:08:00] a few places the summer before and I 

just kind of liked it here. But it wasn’t – I can’t say it was a particularly thought-out decision. I 

got in, it seemed nice – 

 

AL: Definitely. 

 

JHL: I know, we were so young. 

 

AL: Yeah, how do you know how to make those choices? I had no idea. Yeah, I was just thrilled 

about kind of leaving the house, and feeling like I was on my own. 

 

EWM: And I was terrified to be on my own. 

 

AL: Oh, yeah. 

 

EWM: Like I even got here and realized, oh, I kind of thought I had my act together, but I was 

feeling overwhelmed by being. 



5 

 

JHL: It’s funny, your comment about Stanford, because I grew up about an hour and a half from 

Stanford, I grew up in California, had done summer prog– I knew the campus, it was very 

familiar, and it just felt so same – 

 

LBD: Too familiar, yeah. 

 

JHL: I was like, “Oh, okay, I know this place.” And my brother did the opposite. He went to 

Stanford, and then we – well, we didn’t really flip-flop. He did his undergraduate, and then he 

[00:09:00] got his Ph.D. here at Brown. So he kind of followed me here afterwards. But he was 

an hour and a half away from home, could come home on the weekends, and here I am across the 

country. It was just – getting home for the holidays was crazy. So it was definitely something I 

hadn’t entirely thought through. Again, that whole “you’re so young, you don’t really quite think 

about all the pieces of college life.” But you just kind of deal with it and figure it out. 

 

AL: I was deciding between Brown and UC Berkeley. And my parents put the kibosh on UC 

Berkeley. They said, “We know once you go to California” – because, again, we were in New 

York – “once you go to California, we know you’ll never come back.” 

 

JHL: That’s kind of how it worked for me, yeah – 

 

AL: I know, that’s right! 

 

JHL: I’ve not been back to California on any kind of extended basis since I left for college, so. 

 

AL: They were right. 

 

JHL: They were right. 

 

WK: Did you have specific expectations, or did Brown have a reputation for you before you got 

here that sort of stands out? 
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LBD: I remember my best [00:10:00] friend and I were in elementary and high school together 

and also came to Brown together, and I remember – so we talked on the phone a lot, you know, 

the months between knowing we were coming here and arriving. And we felt like it seemed like 

the Club Med of the academic world. You could choose what you wanted to do. So that was the 

– and it’s interesting, because I went to a progressive elementary school, and then a much more 

sort of academically conservative middle school and high school. And even in retrospect, it felt 

like coming back to the place, academically, that was alive and creative, that really encouraged 

you, just even looking around last night and talking to people, it helps you find your being and 

your way of thinking and, so.  

 

AB: Yeah, I certainly remember, sort of, this feeling of [00:11:00] – kind of feeling constrained 

in high school, that I wasn’t getting the opportunity to really study and explore the things that I 

really wanted to. So that sort of appeal of the freedom of that that Brown seemed to offer was 

definitely an expectation that I had. And despite the fact that doing – I pretty much did a premed 

program, which meant it was kind of constrained, but within the little bit of freedom I had with 

that, I just looked forward to that, just being able to dive into whatever I wanted to and not take 

certain required things. 

 

JHL: Yeah, it definitely had this reputation, certainly out my way, it was like the Berkeley of the 

east, you know, very progressive, and that appealed to me, because it was essentially a rural high 

school setting and Future Farmers of America was very big, like if you weren’t in FFA, you 

really had no social life. [laughter] So it was just so exciting to think, you know, being in an 

environment where just the diversity of intellectual thought, and [00:12:00] culturally – that was 

the other thing. I was one of three Asians in the entire school, all four grades, and there was just 

sort of – it wasn’t until I came to Brown that I started to really identify culturally, too, so. 

 

AL: I went to a big public high school that was just in complete kind of conformed high school 

model. So everybody took the same classes every year. Maybe you were in an advanced version 

of that class, but everything was pretty consistent, and that was really appealing, to be able to 
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look at the course catalog before getting started, and I just remember, I mean, so many, so many 

times returning to that course catalog, trying to figure out so –  

 

JHL: Trying to narrow down your four. 

 

AL: Right! I mean, so many folds, in every single page, it was just this complete mind-blowing 

experience, that they have this, and they have this. And I came into Brown with absolutely no 

idea what I wanted to do, and [00:13:00] I have changed careers like a few million times already. 

But it just seemed like sort of this limitless opportunity. It was very exciting. 

 

EWM: I do a lot of alumni interviewing, and I’m always struck by – I usually say something like 

– well, I used to be like, “Well, they hand you this course book, and it’s like this giant phone 

book,” and then like, “Oh, it’s probably not a book anymore.” I’m dating myself, like, there was 

paper that we carried around and folded pages down. But I remember – I also used to do tour 

guiding here, and inevitably someone would be like, “Well, how is my kid going to – what if my 

kid just wants to take African drumming and dance?” I would – which was a great course – 

 

AL: I really liked it. I was so glad I took it. [laughter] 

 

EWM: And probably more valuable than – 

 

JHL: I took Econ 111, so – 

 

EWM: [00:14:00] And I would say, “Well, we’ve found that the people who come here are so 

self-motivated that they might binge on the African drumming and dance, but ultimately, they 

will, over the time here, they won’t want to waste it on just one thing, and they will get a healthy 

–” And now I know that is so true, and it was true at the Montessori school, too, where I had the 

same question. But yeah, that idea of the excitement of “how am I going to make the most of 

this?” and “there’s so many things I want to take.” Like I could come back another four years 

and still not feel like I got everything. 
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WK: And did you feel prepared, coming out of your different high school – someone said deer in 

the headlights? 

 

JHL: Oh, yeah, that was me. No, you know, it was hard – like, the first semester, I have to say, 

was extremely difficult. Because I’m sitting there in class with kids who had – this was their 

third time through that particular piece of text, and I had seen it for the first time. So it was – 

yeah, it was definitely just the different levels of – I mean, kids who [00:15:00] came to Brown 

sort of through this prep school, private school experience, and then those of us who came here 

through various qualities of public school education, and kind of being on that one end, where it 

was just like, “Oh my gosh,” you know, “I have to read Dickens in a day.” 

 

AL: I felt like, academically, I was more prepared than socially. The social piece really hit me. I 

had grown up, again, going to big public high school, public schools all the way through. I had 

seen The Facts of Life on TV, and it looked really great, and I really wanted my family to send 

me away to a boarding school. It seemed great. But it didn’t happen, and I came here and was 

kind of blown away, socially, I think, by some of those class differences and the private school / 

public school distinction, especially in that first-year hall. I was just [00:16:00] overwhelmed at 

how effortless a lot of that stuff really seemed to be for people who had been living in dorms for 

the last eight years of their life. And I was still trying to figure out how to get my shampoo into 

the coed bathroom without my towel falling off. You know? Or things like that. I just – every 

aspect of that social piece, I think, that kind of threw me much more. And just sort of the class 

expectation that came along with that. That threw me, I think, more than the academic piece. The 

academic piece, I felt like, “I’m a good reader, I’m a decent writer, I’m going to hack my way 

through this,” and I was very dedicated to that piece. But the social piece [come for me?]. 

 

JHL: And it was, you know, my family moved to the States from Korea when I was seven. So 

they had never attended college here in the States. So trying to just, again, trying to navigate that 

whole process with very limited resources at my [00:17:00] school and coming here – yes, it was 

just the academic piece, the social piece. The weather difference was just – like my first winter 

here, I called home and I said, “It is so – bright, shining sun outside, and you go out and it is 

literally 10 degrees. I just don’t get that.” In California, sun equals heat. It was just a lot to get 
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used to. And then once I kind of got my sea legs, it was just progressively easier and it was great, 

but. And so, for my daughter, she actually did board junior and senior year. It was required. She 

went to a really great Quaker Friends school, but that was one of our motivating factors, was she 

would get to try out dorm living before she went into college, and she said that aspect of the 

transition was a breeze. I was like “Yes! Thank you.” [00:18:00] 

 

LBD: It’s funny – so I was one of those kids who did come from the private school, and I 

remember, I really remember, that first year, that first week, the first day – it felt very 

comfortable and natural, and there were many moments where – because we only know our own 

experience, and I just remember other people’s reaction to me being that comfortable and the 

assumptions that I made. And then the other way around. But I remember just even the first night 

in the Ratty and I went out with my roommate, with the girls across the hall, and this was a new 

experience, and I felt like it was a new experience for me, too. And in the course of that dinner, I 

think probably seven different people came up to me and were like, “Oh, that was really fun last 

night at our goodbye party.” All the people I’d left behind in high school all just then came – 

Like half of the people at the party were at Brown – it was just [00:19:00] – and I just saw the 

looks on my new friends’ faces, being like, “How does she –” you know what I mean? And there 

were many moments like that. Or if somebody said they were from New York, I’d be like, “Oh, 

what street?” And they’d be like, “I’m from Buffalo.” It’s a huge state! I’m on a tiny island. 

[laughter] There was that growing process for me, too, and I find that even the choices I make for 

my kids – I think a certain kind of elitism is stunting. I do. So that’s one of the things I 

remember. Is how easy it was, but feeling like, “Something’s not right here.” 

 

EWM: I went to a gigantic, very diverse public high school in a fancy suburb of New York. And 

I felt really well prepared. I’m not usually a very confident person, but I don’t think I ever 

[00:20:00] felt intimidated academically, because I was like, “Well, I know how to read, so I’ll 

do this.” But I remember just being shocked by all these prep school kids. And I guess I just 

never – and I lived in Westchester, it’s crammed with people who go to prep school. And I guess 

I just – were not part of my – and so I was just like, “They all know each other,” and my 

freshman dorm was filled with all these sports people who all – all these jocks, these crew rowers 

and stuff, and I’m like “Crew? What even is crew?” 
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JHL: And squash? Is squash a sport? 

 

AL: It’s like, I did not know what that was. 

 

EWM: (inaudible) was ground zero for that kind of stuff, but those people were not in my public 

high school. And so I felt intimidated socially, but I very quickly found my friends. And then, 

what’s interesting to me now is, because I live in Georgia, although I’m a huge believer in public 

school, my son goes to private school, because [00:21:00] there’s just issues with Southern 

schools. And I’m so jealous of him all the time. I’m like, that’s what happens in private school? 

You get all this other stuff and so much counseling and attention? I would be president if I’d had 

– [laughter] So much more available. And now, ever since he started there, I’ve been like, “Well, 

no wonder all those kids were so confident!” Then I’m like, “Wow, I should be really proud of 

myself now, that I did it without all of that!” And I thought I was well prepared. So, yeah, I 

definitely felt it at the time, and feel it even more so now. 

 

JHL: With the benefit of hindsight and maturity. 

 

EWM: And like a bigger pool of knowledge to build from. Like more experience to say, “Oh, my 

experience was not,” you know. 

 

JHL: Or like, you’re in history class, and they’re talking about some foreign country, and you’ve 

never even been there, and someone’s like, “Oh yeah, no, I’ve been to the Parthenon” or 

whatever [00:22:00]. 

 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AB: Well, I did go to private school, but I went to a small Quaker school, so I hadn’t heard of – I 

didn’t know anything about prep schools when I got – I mean, very similar to what everyone 

said, I felt academically prepared but socially not really at all, and not a naturally sort of 

extroverted person, and then suddenly, you know, you don’t know anyone, so. 
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JHL: Yeah, that freshman dorm experience is so intense. First of all, there’s noise 24/7. So I’m 

like, “Oh my gosh, I’m trying to sleep, and there are people talking out in the hallway.” And just 

trying to get used to that communal living. We all come from these single-bedroom – most of us, 

single-bedroom experiences, and then suddenly you have a roommate, you have 20 other kids on 

your hall, and the whole shared-bathroom thing, and – 

 

F: With men. (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) [00:23:00] 

 

JHL: In our hall, we decided like, “Guys, you use that one, and we’re going to use this one down 

here,” but it was still – so, yeah, it’s just a lot to process. 

 

AL: Yeah. I think quickly, I would say, in that first semester, I mean, I found my niche. I found 

my people. 

 

JHL: You do find your people. 

 

AL: Yeah. You find your people, and it’s okay, and then you start to be a family – I know. 

[laughter] But yeah, you do. You find your people, and then you’re also able to sort of evaluate, 

with less of a critical or self-critical eye. Even the experiences weather people, too. I feel like 

that evened out as things went on. But yeah, that just bowled me over completely. 

 

JHL: You know, and I think Brown tends to attract pretty motivated, self-directed kids, so it’s 

really an artificial environment, because you’re jammed in there with these very high-

functioning [00:24:00], high-achieving people from all over the country, all over the world. 

 

AL: Right. It’s like, “Oh, everyone was editor of the yearbook?” I thought I was the only – 

 

LBD: I was wondering about that. First of all, we were talking about the – you could take 

anything that you wanted. I remember having this internalized, “make sure to get a very well-
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balanced” – sort of aware of what the requirements were at Yale, and I felt like I wanted to make 

sure – you know what I mean? Like, no? So I was wondering if people sort of – 

 

AB: I know what you mean, though. The first semester, I took English, math, and biology – 

 

AL: Good for you. [laughter] 

 

AB: I never found French. I never did that after the first semester, but it was somehow 

comforting to sort of mimic what – 

 

JHL: The fact that I never had to take a math class again once I got into Brown, I was just like, 

“Oh, thank you!” 

 

AL: I swung totally wildly through that course book. I was like, “That looks great, that looks 

good.” 

 

JHL: But I think a lot of kids did that. I mean, it was so cool. I remember walking into my poetry 

class, and [00:25:00] there was a physics major and a computer sciences guy in there, too, mixed 

in with all of us. And that’s Brown, you know. 

 

AL: That’s liberal arts education, which is, you know, again, such a dwindling, contested thing, 

but I can’t – I just can’t support that enough. 

 

EWM: Right, like underwater archaeology and – just whatever interested me. But I did try to 

balance it, so that I would make myself take biology or something, just because I didn’t want to 

take all literature or all, you know, all just the things – but I mean, today, I think, if you would – 

people would be like, “Why are you taking underwater archaeology? What kind of job can you 

get doing that?” Like, “Well, none. I’m not intending to.” 

 

JHL: But, you know, not having a distribution requirement and then just sort of being able to 

build your own curriculum – so like, I’m trying to decide which concentration, women’s studies, 



13 

and then I realized I had enough already taken that fed into both, and so [00:26:00] I was able to 

double major. And my daughter’s like, “You were one of those double-major people.” It was 

very different at Brown, you know? We didn’t have – like at her school, she’s at Haverford, they 

do have a distribution requirement, and every senior has to do a thesis. It’s just required. So if 

you double major, you have to do two. So I said, “It’s a very different thing at your school than it 

was at Brown, so.” 

 

AL: I’m sure she never gets tired of hearing that. “That was different at Brown.” 

 

JHL: But you know what? We came – we were here exactly four years ago to do her tour. She’s 

here at reunion with me, she’s turning 20 today. I know. So she just finished her second year at 

Haverford, and she just – she went into that whole process with so much more maturity than I 

had at the time, and she’s a very purposeful, and so she did the whole tour, she toured all the 

schools in and around Pennsylvania, or Philadelphia, which [00:27:00] – so rich, and different 

academic choices. And she just said, “First of all, I don’t want to go that far away from home. I 

don’t want to go away unless there’s something there that I can’t find at one of the schools that 

I’ve looked at.” And then she did all these tours, and Haverford was the only one – we’re in the 

middle of the tour, she turns around, and she’s like mouthing to me, like, “I love it.” Yeah. So 

she did early decision. She applied – held all her other applications – one, she did one 

application, we heard before we went away for Christmas break, and she was like, “One and 

done.” 

 

WK: Did any of you wish there was more structure at any point in your time as a student? 

 

AL: Nope. 

 

EWM: I mean, now that you ask that, I’m the kind of person who gets sort of anxious about not 

having structure. But I don’t remember ever being like, “I wish someone would tell me 

[00:28:00] I have to take a language class.” No. I remember wishing there were more years that I 

could pick more classes. 
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JHL: I remember meeting, vaguely, first semester with a dean or something to go over my 

choices and that I was like, “Oh, we’re – are we supposed to keep meeting with this person?” Or 

whatever. It was like the one and only kind of official check-in, and then after that, it was just – 

 

AL: Yeah, I think it was there if we wanted it. 

 

JHL: Yeah. But, you know, I think that the structure came once you chose your concentration, 

and then you chose your advisor within your department, and if you’re doing a thesis, your thesis 

advisor. That’s where the structure came in. Yeah. But the first couple years, it was – I mean, 

that was the value and appeal I think, at Brown. 

 

LBD: It’s funny, I feel like if I looked at the course bulletin now, if somebody showed me, then I 

would be aware of all the things that I didn’t take, but at the time – once I made the choices, and 

I was learning, it didn’t occur to me to [00:29:00] – it felt structured. I mean, you had to go to 

class, and – 

 

EWM: Right. I mean, I remember worrying a lot about trying to put together my classes, and 

like, “What if I can’t get into this and this doesn’t work?” Like that kind of stress. But that 

wasn’t like, “Someone has to tell me what to take.” It was like, “Will I be able to take exactly 

what I want and have it work out and not conflict?” That kind of stuff. 

 

WK: And socially, how and where did you find your people? 

 

AL: How did that happen? 

 

JHL: Well, I was in Perkins, which is the worst dorm on campus. [laughter] 

 

LBD: So many great people were in Perkins! 

 

JHL: It was so far – 
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AL: It was far. 

 

JHL: It was like the nosebleed dorm, you know? And so I just became an honorary Littlefield 

person, because that’s where I would hang out in between classes. I would leave Perkins in the 

morning – it was like a commuter dorm [laughter] – leave Perkins in the morning, and then go 

back at night to sleep, but otherwise I hung out [00:30:00] on campus. And I really, literally 

adopted Littlefield as my – 

 

AL: Well, and I lived up here first year. I was in Andrews. But I had – 

 

JHL: Why did I think you were in Littlefield? 

 

AL: No, because I had a friend from that summer program that was in Littlefield, and so that’s 

how I got to know that group of people, and then – 

 

JHL: We all kind of glommed together – 

 

AL: – coalesced around your living space a little bit. I did not end up with my circle of friends 

from classes at all. That seemed – now that I’m thinking about it, that’s just so funny. I mean, 

people that I took classes with throughout my concentration and stuff, I was certainly friendly 

with them. But that wasn’t my link to people as much as kind of where I was living, and maybe 

some of just the other – certainly from volunteering at Sarah Doyle. I was a clinic escort for 

Planned Parenthood, and I definitely – some of those were people that I ended up with longer, 

bigger connections to, too [00:31:00], so. And it was more from those activities, not as much 

from classes. 

 

JHL: Yeah. Well, for me, there weren’t that many of us who chose women’s studies, and so most 

of them were very active in the Women’s Center as well, so that was kind of my academic peeps. 

And then I had all the friends that I made, pretty much, first year, and they carry through the rest 

of your Brown experience, pretty much. So it’s like, as crazy as that first year and the first 

semester is, those bonds that form are probably your strongest as you go through college. 
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AB: I would say I didn’t really start to find – so the whole first year was a little bit lonely for me, 

I think, because I moved out from my – I couldn’t – she was a lovely person, and I just couldn’t 

live in the same room with her. [laughter] I moved out – 

 

JHL: I had a very scary – (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AB: So it was all on Pembroke, but I moved, so [00:32:00] – and it was one of those sort of 

horrible things – I can remember the last night, because the room I moved into, she’d had a 

single the whole first – Then it was like, “Hi. Now you have a roommate.” But I actually became 

good friends with her, and then some of her friends, and then second year we lived in Grad 

Center, and we needed to have six people, so then that expanded, and then Emily, and so for me 

it wasn’t really till second year – and then actually, our last year, we needed another person, and 

so that woman is one of my closest friends now, who I didn’t meet till our last year, so. And I’m 

not really in touch, then, with anyone that I knew from first year, actually. 

 

EWM: And I lived in Hope College, which is very self-contained, and there was this entire mass 

of crew and football. And I was like, “I don’t have anything to say to you.” And then there was 

like the rest of us. Like there was this whole [00:33:00] sort of frat vibe, and then there was all 

the other people who were like, “Wait, I thought I came to Brown, what am I doing with all these 

athletes and frat boys?” And so, I remember, I was standing in front of Hope College last night, 

and one of my dearest friends in the world is someone I met the first day, in the bathroom at 

Hope College, and I was – she’s here now – we really bonded then, and the people – everyone I 

seem to know at Brown was in Hope College. Like even when I look at the list of people, and 

I’m like, “I don’t know who any of these people are,” the only names I remember are people 

from my freshman dorm. And the only friend I can think of that I made ever in a class was 

[Yadwa?]. I think it really was just the living situation, and then that would be your home base, 

and then you would go out, and – and so I had plenty of acquaintances and friends who were in 

classes, but I don’t have any lasting relationships with those people. 

 

AL: Right, just from class. 
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JHL: And in watching my daughter’s experience through college [00:34:00], it’s very similar. So 

her closest friends are folks that she lived with in her first-year unit. 

 

LBD: Yeah, I would say that – I’m thinking about who I’m still friends with, and who – and 

freshman unit, it was just a lovely – you know? And then, of course, I came to school with 

friends, and so we would naturally spend time in each other’s units. So I got to know their 

friends, and my roommate, who was – you know, I was the New York City private school 

student, and she was the prep school student – but somebody from her hometown came to visit 

her the first day, and he’s one of my best friends. And then, you know, it’s interesting, the only 

class that actually really bonded us was first-semester acting class. And I think that’s by the – 

you know, you had to do – it was a very interpersonal class. There’s a lot of socializing built into 

it, and you had to [00:35:00] rehearse and stuff like that, so.  

 

JHL: Yeah, but that whole –  

 

LBD: Friends of friends. 

 

JHL: – freshman roommate mismatch (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) so rough.  

 

EWM: Yeah, it was very rough. 

 

JHL: I think you – I did – (inaudible) – 

 

AL: I think, for us, it was more of just a communication breakdown. It turned out that my 

freshman roommate was just really homesick, and she lived close enough to go back very 

regularly. And so she usually went home every weekend, and I was pretty much convinced, for 

the whole first semester, that she just hated me. [laughter] She really actually was just really 

homesick, and we lived together again second year, so it was really fine. It was just a little 

communication. 
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JHL: I’m from northern California. My roommate was from southern California. Her father was 

a TV producer. It was – if someone could have picked my diametrical opposite and said I have to 

live with this person, this – so we walk in and she didn’t know how to make her bed, like she had 

never made her bed before. She had never [00:36:00] done laundry. When she was writing a 

paper, she was on the phone with her dad, going over her paper. And this is before, you know, 

the kinds of less expensive modes of communication that’s available now. So she’s doing this 

long-distance phone call, it’s in California, going over her paper with her dad together, and just 

extremely high-maintenance, like she couldn’t sleep with any noise whatsoever. So my alarm 

clock, I had to get rid of it, because it had a little tick and she was like, “I can’t sleep because of 

your alarm clock!” Oh my goodness. Like if there was any shred of light in the room, she 

couldn’t sleep, so. It was – how do you study in the room with someone who has to be in bed by 

10:00 with no sound, no light? Like, “Okay, I’ll go into the” – and there wasn’t even a lounge in 

Perkins to study in, so I’m like, “I’ll go into the kitchen and read my book.” Yeah, it was rough. 

 

EWM: My freshman [00:37:00] roommate and I, we had a good relationship inside our room. 

She was a very unusual person, and I don’t even know how to describe her, but like, she was 

very quirky and like a classic nerd. Like just such a nebbishy nerd. And at my heart, so am I, and 

so I totally got her, but then I was the person – like people would be like, “That’s your 

roommate? Oh my God, she’s so weird.” And she was like this weirdo that everyone – so I 

actually made a lot of friends from people being like, “How are you doing that?” And I would be 

like, “She’s really, really nice, she’s just.” And so it actually was like a weird conversation 

starter, and then I would always feel terrible. And she was a lovely person, she just was really 

odd and socially uncomfortable. And she did all kinds of things that made people irritated 

[00:38:00], and then – So I didn’t ever have trouble in the room, just because once I understood 

her universe, we totally got it. But it was this weird challenge, that I was so jealous of the people 

who made best friends with their roommate, and they were hanging out together all the time, like 

we didn’t really hang out. But we stayed friendly our whole time here, and actually she was a 

year ahead of me in law school, and I reconnected with her in law school, and I think she was 

someone who just stayed true to herself. She just owned it, like, “This is how I am.” And that 

was inspirational. But yeah, no, I felt jealous of the people who had an easy, comfortable, normal 
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roommate relationship, instead of – my roommate was the one everyone else in the dorm knew 

was an oddball. 

 

JHL: That definitely adds to that transitional dynamic. Just like one more thing – like, “I’m 

living with this person, and they’re from Mars,” you know? 

 

EWM: And she had all kinds of rules, too, which I was totally fine to accommodate, but it was 

like, “Wow, I just never would have even thought of that [00:39:00] as a thing to have to talk 

about or set up, but okay.” Like when we first moved into the room, she wanted to leave the 

furniture exactly the way it was when we walked in. And some of it was just pushed into the – 

 

AL: That’s a little arbitrary. 

 

EWM: Yeah. And my mother, who’s a very forceful person, kept being like, “Well, wouldn’t it 

be better if we moved the” – no. No. And so it was that kind of stuff, where I was like, “Well, 

okay, I can live like that, fine, the desk will be in the middle of the room.” But I can imagine if it 

was someone other than me living in there, they would have been screaming at each other. But it 

was sort of like, “Okay, maybe when I get to know her, I’ll” – and I did, at some point, middle of 

the year, be like, “Hey, why don’t we try it out now, with maybe we’ll push our beds –” But so 

that was one of my biggest challenges, the beginning of the year, was like, “How am I going to 

make this work?” 

 

WK: So how can – one of you describe what would a typical Friday or Saturday [00:40:00] night 

look like for you? 

 

LBD: Which year, by the way? [laughter] 

 

WK: It should be the most interesting. [laughter] Any year. I’m thinking, maybe let’s say, your 

second year, once you’re sort of settled and have your sea legs. 
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AL: So much hanging out. Really, such an amazing – It’s really pretty great. That’s hard to think 

about doing as a grown-up grown-up now, being a really good hanger-outer and just sort of – 

 

EWM: The time. 

 

AL: – that whole idea of – right, having the time, and then sort of just having enough 

geographical proximity that it just sort of happens. I just feel like there was a lot of just – and it 

was such – it was good quality hanging out. 

 

JHL: And this was before texting. Somehow we all managed to figure out where we were going 

to meet up. 

 

AL: We were generally [00:41:00] sort of showing up – 

 

JHL: Yeah, how did we do that? (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AL: I don’t know. But – 

 

JHL: No cell phones, no nothing. Did we call each other? 

 

AL: You had an answering machine in your dorm room, which I think, for us, was typically 

knocked over and not plugged in. Nothing was functional. 

 

JHL: It must have been sort of mouth-to-mouth – 

 

EWM: Our answering machine had the factory-set answering on the thing. We weren’t allowed 

to change it. 

 

AL: Fair enough. Seems like a reasonable rule, okay. 
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LBD: Early on freshman year, I came up with this idea that my outgoing message was going to 

be like, “Oh, hi. Hold on, I just have to turn off the machine, you’ll hear a beep, but ignore it.” 

 

AL: That’s some very good ’80s – 

 

LBD: And, like – Oh my god, my mother called. So you have this whole other [mother?], you 

have another one with my mother, then you have another one with my mother who would call 

the operator and was trying to figure out what was wrong – But that’s not your question. Your 

question was (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AL: I think I went to a lot of movies. [00:42:00] 

 

JHL: There was actually two phases of every social evening, didn’t you feel? There was kind of 

like, okay, you’d go see the a cappella group or a movie, and then nothing really got going until 

11:00 p.m. So the party scene kind of started at 11:00. So you’d do your one activity, and then 

you’d move into the other thing. And I was like, “How did I do that?” I was exhausted at 

Campus Dance last night, I cannot make it for the fireworks. 

 

AL: I think the convenient thing was, starting junior year, I lived off-campus, and Julia was in 

that house for a little while too, with six or seven other people. And so that was sort of – 

 

JHL: That was just built, you lived with your – 

 

AL: – Yeah, my social group, and we just had parties all the time, in that kind of group – 

 

JHL: But then we went through these phases. Candlepin bowling, when did that start? We did 

that weekend after weekend. 

 

AL: We did spend a lot of time enjoying Rhode Island subculture, that’s right, that’s true, that’s 

true, we did a lot of candlepin bowling. 
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LBD: I remember [00:43:00] the parties, and I remember hanging out and conversation, right? 

I’m picturing five or six or seven people in the room, and you would just be talking and laughing 

– 

 

JHL: Or like in the hallway, do you remember just plopping down in the hallway and people are 

walking over you and you’re just – 

 

LBD: All that stuff freshman year, yeah. I smoked cigarettes, so I’m definitely picturing cigarette 

smoke. But also, too, a mix of really fun, laughing conversations, and then also talking about 

evolution, or – 

 

JHL: Super intense. 

 

AL: Oh, yeah. 

 

LBD: And just ideas, and it was so fun, because there would be people who had thought of 

things that you just hadn’t thought of, and in a way you hadn’t thought about them, and it was 

fun. 

 

EWM: So thinking back on it, so I’ve never been one to go out and party. So one of the pressures 

of the beginning of freshman year is I’m in this frat house, and that’s just not me. And you have 

this pressure of, “Well, I’m in college now, I better figure out how to –” So [00:44:00] until I 

really found my peeps, and it was solidified, I was like, “Oh my God, this is exactly as bad as I 

thought it would be. This is just not me standing here, getting Everclear and Kool-Aid out of a 

recycling bucket.” And then ultimately, when you find your group of people, and we would 

rather stay in and be hysterical laughing and playing cards or something, and feel no pressure – 

I’m here doing what I want to do, and I don’t care that there’s partying all over campus that I’m 

not at. Then I was like, “Oh, and we can just have our own in-jokes and go to the Gate and get 

some ice cream, and just –” So I went to very few parties. But feel like I was always having these 

hilarious conversations, or deep conversations, and just sort of – I also feel like, especially now 

that I live in the South and I understand people’s college experience, and they seem to only talk 
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about college football and frat parties, and I think – I [00:45:00] don’t know what I would have 

done there. That’s college, is your frat parties and your sports events, and that wouldn’t have 

worked for me. And so this feels so lucky, that I was at a place where it was totally cool to be, 

“Eh, I’d rather stay home and read a book, or hang out with all these amazingly interesting 

people.” 

 

AL: Right. Such a great chance to – I just feel like it made me learn how to really appreciate 

people. And just those interactions, that built my skills tremendously. I had a very small, nerdy 

group of us in my high school, and I mean really, there were like four of us, so just being able to 

expand that and be able to gain those skills and realize those kind of affinity relationships and 

establish that and dig into that, that was so juicy. You know? That was really, really a big part of 

my time here. 

 

EWM: And that kind of stuff also really – [00:46:00] I find, keeps you on your toes. I went to 

law school two years after graduating from college, and I was just thinking, when we were 

talking in our previous conversation, in my – what we called our O-group, like my group that I 

was assigned to first year of law school, had 15 people in it, and I’m dearly close friends with 10 

of them still to this day. And that’s where I met – but I remember those conversations were so – 

you had to be on your toes, they were fast and funny, and really sharp people just going back and 

forth. And I realize, when I see those people again, that is such a blessing. You don’t get that 

anywhere with people on your same wavelength, and just sort of going back and forth. I miss it, 

and I had it here, too. It’s not – you don’t realize, when you’re at college, that it’s not always 

going to be like that, where you’re with a group of like-minded or interesting, diverse people. 

You’re going to – 

 

JHL: Yeah, just the joy of conversation. [00:47:00] And it was so readily available. You could 

end up walking into the Gate and then seeing a group of people that you know and sliding into 

the table with them, and then two hours later, you’re still there, so.  

 

EWM: I wonder today if they’re all on their phones, and – are they missing that? I don’t know. I 

mean, maybe your daughter – 
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JHL: I mean, the phone is like an ever-present component of any social interaction, but it’s just 

another aspect. So it’s – I don’t think it takes away as much as just adds another element to it. 

But I think that there’s enough face-to-face, personal communication, but they’re just much more 

connected. So if they’re with this friend group and another one is off doing something else, they 

still know what’s happening. They can still participate in the conversation, because they’re 

texting photos, and, you know, just back and forth. It’s pretty remarkable. Again, I don’t know 

how we all managed [00:48:00] to figure out what we were going to do, and 10 of us would all 

coalesce at the same place. 

 

AL: Although just walking around this morning, I realized how small this campus is. 

 

EWM: I know. We were just saying that. It seemed so big. 

 

AL: This campus is really so small – 

 

JHL: We have to do the walk again, just to (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AL: I think you should.  

 

JHL: Not that far. 

 

AL: I almost dropped a music class that I had at 9:00 a.m. because I couldn’t get myself there 

with enough regularity, because it was so far away, and it was – 

 

JHL: And no one would come to visit me there, you know, I was like, “Okay, no, I’ll” – 

 

AL: Campus is really small. 

 

LBD: I will say, though, in terms of what the typical thing was, I remember there were a few 

times during my time when I’d just be like, “You know what, I don’t want to drink tonight. It’s a 
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Saturday night, I want to go to the party, but I’m not going to drink.” And what I noticed when I 

did that, it made other people uncomfortable. People would come up to us and be like, [00:49:00] 

“Can I get you a drink? Can I get you a drink?” Like it was considered so – you had to have a 

beer. So eventually I would just get one of those cups and put water in it, so I made other people 

feel comfortable. So that was interesting. And I also liked that it wasn’t just Friday and Saturday. 

Like I would love Funk Night on Thursday. I’m sorry if you already mentioned that. 

 

WK: No, what was Funk Night? 

 

LBD: This is very important for the archives. 

 

AL: Very important. 

 

LBD: Do they still have it? I thought they did – 

 

JHL: They don’t? They don’t have it in that – 

 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

LBD: There was a post office that you would step down into this little– 

 

JHL: There was a little courtyard. 

 

LBD: – little space. A courtyard. And then this pub. And in warm weather, Funk Night would be 

outdoors in the (inaudible) – 

 

EWM: In the courtyard. 

 

LBD: – on a Thursday night. So especially those first couple years, when you were like, “A 

weeknight?” And they would just play funk music, and you would go and dance. Just go and 

dance. 
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JHL: It was such a great stress-reliever. 

 

AL: Oh my gosh, it was [00:50:00] super powerful. 

 

JHL: We all have such visceral fond memories of Funk Night. 

 

AL: Well, you know, there are two of them tonight, I’m very excited. 

 

LBD: Really?  

 

AL: Yes. 

 

LBD: Is it part of whatever – 

 

AL: Our class one has something that’s supposed to be sort of reminiscent of it, but then there’s 

also like a – 

 

JHL: Dance party. 

 

AL: – yeah, some larger dance party, like at – 

 

JHL: But it was the venue, too, that was so part of that experience. Because you would walk up, 

you’d hear the music, and then you’d peep down (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) massive – 

 

LBD: It was also the same place that you would go and check your mail every day in the middle 

of the day. So the fact that it had transformed into this other thing – 

 

EWM: Into a nightclub at night. 

 



27 

AL: Oh yeah. But it was no pretension, it was just fantastic. It was a complete just great, great 

time. Oh, it makes me sad if they don’t have that anymore. 

 

EWM: I thought they did. 

 

AL: I hope so. 

 

EWM: But actually, I went down through there, and I don’t know where they could have it there 

now. I mean, there’s not the same space. [00:51:00] 

 

JHL: Changes. 

 

AL: I know. 

 

JHL: I was very traumatized when I came and Sarah Doyle – the building – I mean, it’s not there 

anymore. That little house. 

 

AL: Yep, I know. It was a good house. 

 

JHL: It was a great house. I have such fond memories. 

 

AL: Definitely. 

 

JHL: Yeah. 

 

AL: I wasn’t a big drinker in college, but I think the crowd that I was with, I think we were 

generally kind of a mixed – 

 

JHL: Yeah, they were very socially comfortable, so you could kind of – you could socially hang 

out and not drink, or you could drink, it was a really mixed group that way. Yeah. 
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AL: I went to one fraternity party, probably in the first month, and just basically walked in and 

just turned right around and walked right back out. That was completely my experience. I had 

never really seen anything like that, and – 

 

LBD: There was a coed fraternity, and I think I might have gone to one there, but [00:52:00] 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

AL: Yeah, that was just it. 

 

LDB: You sort of knew not to do that. 

 

EWM: But so then who was going to all of those things? 

 

AL: There were a lot of people – there were definitely people in my freshman unit – 

 

EWM: Yeah, me too. 

 

JHL: Really into it. 

 

AL: – totally connected to that scene, and I just felt like, “Okay, so noted.” 

 

LBD: I will say culturally, I remember early on, being in the room across the hall, and somebody 

saying, “Have you noticed there are a lot of Jewish people here?” And I was Jewish. And it was 

such a fascinating thing, because I didn’t know quite how to handle it. And then somebody else 

was like, “Well, they do value education.” And it was like, oh. 

 

EWM: Oh, they do? 

 

LBD: And then – I just didn’t say anything, I just was very quiet, but it was just an awkward 

kind of [00:53:00] – it was just an interesting moment of like, “Oh, yeah,” different people are 

coming from different places. 
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WK: What sort of political or social issues were sort of most present for you guys while you 

were on campus? 

 

EWM: Divestment. 

 

JHL: And then do you remember the rapes that happened in and around campus? That was such 

a defining social and political experience during our four years. 

 

EWM: Take Back the Night and stuff. 

 

JHL: That, and – but it was the Safety Walk program launched – 

 

AL: The Safe Walk program, and then I also remember the graffitied list in the women’s 

bathroom in the library that listed, by name, men that were alleged to be doing stuff – 

 

JHL: It was acquaintance rape, and then it was this series of rapes that happened, and then the 

politics of who they thought the suspect was, and the race, and it just got really big and intense, I 

remember. [00:54:00] 

 

AL: That was huge. 

 

AB: But I remember that, too, specifically the bathroom graffiti. Because then when I was at 

other universities, I sort of expected to – but there were serious debate happening on the 

bathroom stall walls, I mean, really intense conversations. 

 

LBD: I remember need-blind admissions being the – 

 

EWM: And then AIDS, (inaudible) stuff, that was – we were here in the middle of that 

exploding. And also South Africa, which seems so dated that that was a thing, but that was a big 

thing, getting the university to divest. 
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AB: Definitely. This might be too local for what you want to ask, but I also remember, especially 

first year, the whole kind of PC thing was not something – I had come from a liberal background, 

but the whole running straight into that was something that was really new to me, and I found 

often – [00:55:00] I found it actually very difficult to navigate at times. I remember first year, 

especially, there was this whole thing about how, if you were asking someone where they were 

from, and they weren’t white, that basically meant you were asking them – you were being 

racist, is basically what it came down to. And I remember just going through this huge – and this 

is actually a struggle I went through several times at Brown – just kind of like, “Wait a minute, I 

really just was asking them where they grew up, where they’re from.” But then having to 

recognize that that was going to be interpreted in this way that I – I do remember really, really 

struggling with that and not – I found it very challenging to figure out how to navigate it, and I 

went to a couple of meetings they had about this. You know, and the people who would get up 

there and say, “This makes me feel terrible when someone asks me where I’m from,” and then 

you feel terrible, then you’re like, “Well, actually, I just really meant where are you from.” 

 

JHL: I think it’s just because we’ve – I have personally had the experience, over and over again, 

where I would say, “No, California,” and they would say, “No, no, where are you really from?” 

You know? [00:56:00] So it becomes a really loaded question. 

 

AB: So it’s a real experience, right, but – yeah, I found it really complicated in that way. 

 

AL: Definitely 18-year-old and 19-year-old brains trying to appreciate the gray areas – 

 

AB: The nuances. 

 

AL: – and the subtleties of all of those things is a lot to negotiate. 

 

LBD: And you come from one experience, one family, and then all of a sudden, everybody’s 

horizons got so much bigger. 
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AL: Yeah. 

 

JHL: I remember learning the word “heterosexism” for the first time here at Brown. I was like, 

“Whoa.” [laughter] 

 

AL: Seems pretty powerful. 

 

JHL: We hadn’t even thought about, you know, just the bias of hetero culture, and – It does, it 

really just makes you expand your thinking and your approach and just be open to the fact that 

there are all these different perspectives that inform people’s [00:57:00] lives. And what’s nice 

is, there are – distressing and nice. So what’s distressing is that a lot of the same conversations 

about sexual assault is still so prevalent and it’s still such an issue on college campuses, 25 years 

after we were students, right? And then other things, you know, you do feel like there’s progress 

being made. Because I think my daughter doesn’t have the same – she hasn’t encountered the 

same subtle racist assumptions that I encountered, even here at Brown. So it’s nice to see that 

there’s some forward progress. And her generation of students now, with the transgender 

movement and so forth, they’re just so much more tuned in to all the different variables of 

personal identity and so forth, so. But the women’s safety on campus is still – it’s so distressing 

that it’s still so prevalent. [00:58:00] 

 

EWM: And oddly, I think one of the things I – in terms of expanding horizons, I wasn’t really 

aware of how privileged I was until I got here, and I was embarrassed at how sheltered I was. 

And I had this assumption in my head that everyone had kind of had the same background as I 

did. And then to be talking to people who are like, “I’m the first person in my family to go to 

college,” people whose families were giving up everything in order to be able to send them, I’m 

embarrassed today that I just sort of was like, “Oh, wow.” It’s funny to go to an elite institution 

and then find yourself becoming more aware of your own elitism through the people that you 

meet. That was one of the most educational things that I got from here. And I had gone to a very 

economically and racially [00:59:00] diverse public school. But the way the classes were, I 

wasn’t really in class with but a subset of people who were all college-bound. So while we all 
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mixed in the lunch room – So, it was really like, oh, I learned a lot more about other people’s 

experiences that I didn’t expect. 

 

JHL: There were moments where it was just really awkward. I still remember the first spring 

break, people were like, “Oh, where are you going for spring break?” I’m like, “Um, home?” 

You know? And realizing these kids are going to all these exotic locales. I’m like, “I’ve never 

been on vacation,” you know? Well, other than maybe the trip to Disneyland with my mom, you 

know? Literally, the concept of vacation was completely foreign to me, and the fact that there 

were these kids who’d just go to – just the students, and they’re going to Aruba or whatever, it 

was just so bizarre. [01:00:00] 

 

LBD: I definitely had those experiences, right, and I remember going to a SOFA meeting – 

Student on Financial Aid meeting – because my boyfriend at the time was like, “You should 

come,” and I remember hearing somebody talk about how, when he would say – like if 

somebody was like, “Oh, where are you going?” And he’s like, “Oh, I’m working at ECDC, I’m 

on my way,” and they’d be like, “Oh, why do you have a job?” And I know I had said that. And 

it was like, “Oh, God, how obvious can you get?” But the school that my kids go to now – we’re 

in New York City, and it’s a small, independent school, and it was founded by somebody who 

went to Brown. And it’s based on the principles of Martin Luther King, and it’s in the charter 

that you cannot have a majority of any socioeconomic group, of any ethnic group, and within any 

particular socioeconomic group. And there is no tuition, per se. It’s just – [01:01:00] And it 

doesn’t surprise me that it’s somebody who went to Brown who started this. Because it’s all 

those sort of progressive private school things that you’re like, “Oh my God, I want this,” 

without that other layer of stymieing people by giving them access to only people who are just 

like them, or who – where privilege is – so it doesn’t surprise me that it’s somebody who went to 

Brown. 

 

WK: What, of your experiences at Brown, do you think has most strongly carried with you, 

either in your career or personally, going forward? 

 



33 

JHL: I think the value of good writing. I feel like, just as a liberal arts-humanities-focused 

person, Brown taught me how to write really, really well, and it’s the one – and communicate. So 

just conversation, [01:02:00] but strong communication skills, whether I’m an attorney, or now 

as executive director of this large medical group, and the conversations that you have and the 

sort of networking you have to engage in, so much of it is just communication-based. And I 

always say I am so thankful to Brown for building those skills and allowing me to enter with 

confidence into those interactions, so. 

 

AB: One of the things I think about – this kind of relates to my job, because now I’m a professor 

at University of Toronto, which has 60,000 undergraduates. It’s a very different beast from 

Brown. But – designing my own courses and teaching my own courses, I think a lot about how – 

and I still wonder how it happened here, how I was able to see connections – even though we 

were making our own – I was taking the courses I wanted to take, within the constraints of doing 

biology, but always being able to see [01:03:00] these connections and synergies between the 

courses I was taking, and I think a lot about whether the undergrads at University of Toronto, are 

they actually getting that? Because I think they’re not, but I don’t know how Brown did it. I 

don’t know how it happened, and I think part of it is coming here with this sort of interest in 

learning and this independent drive to learn, but I felt there was something here that really helped 

me develop those skills of finding connections between apparently disparate things. And I think 

it’s an incredibly valuable thing to try to do for undergraduates. 

 

AL: And I found that to be really useful, personally and professionally. Realizing that, within a 

group of people, because I think due to a lot of my experiences here, I’m able to think outside of 

what’s actually happening in this small unit that I happen to be participating in, and thinking 

about those connections all the time. And that certainly is something [01:04:00] that other people 

have remarked back to me, that those are elements that they hadn’t thought about, or people that 

they hadn’t thought about bringing into the mix, or introducing a general context for things. I 

think Brown gave me a good foundation to set up an argument, think about the pieces of that 

argument, and really be able to advocate for that. I was certainly always kind of a big mouth, 

even just coming into Brown, but I think that level of critical thinking and connection really, 

really made a big difference for me. 
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JHL: There’s a lot of courses and a lot of professors who really emphasize an interdisciplinary 

approach to their subject matter, and you don’t really appreciate it as you’re sitting in class. But 

then, stepping out, you are able to link pieces together more easily than you otherwise would 

have. 

 

LBD: I think I would say passion and interest and need [01:05:00]. There’s something about 

people who discover what their passion is, what they’re interested in, then also what the need is, 

and, a lot of times, a larger need, societally need, and then going for it. Having the means and the 

impetus and the drive to just create the path that – whatever it is. There’s a – And maybe I was 

just inspired by the other students, but. 

 

JHL: Yeah, I remember someone saying, “Is it worth it? Is Brown, the Ivy League experience, is 

it worth it?” And I said, “You know, probably in terms of just – if you strip away everything 

else, in terms of professors and courses, you could probably get that anywhere else.” But I said, 

“What really makes it worth it are the other students.” Yeah, and that’s really, I felt like, the 

thing that distinguished Brown from any other college experience. Because it was this – I 

remember the director of the women’s center saying, “All Brown students are amazing, but 

[01:06:00] the students here at the women’s center are particularly amazing.” (inaudible) about 

Brown itself, all students are really – thirst for knowledge, and they’re great, but there’s 

something about the ones who come here that have this additional element of curiosity or 

whatever. But I just felt so thankful to be in a group where you could, on the way to the 

bathroom to brush your teeth, suddenly sit down and engage in a 45-minute conversation about 

whatever. 

 

EWM: Just independent thinking, which is not, even on lots of other fancy campuses, not what 

they’re valuing. 

 

JHL: I still remember this one course where it was one of those horrible snowstorm days. So we 

had all gotten there, but the professor couldn’t make it. And, again, I don’t know how they got 

word to us, because it was before cell phones and everything else. But we at some point figured 
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out the professor was not coming. We all stayed and we did the class on our own. I’m serious. 

And someone’s like, “Well, what did people think about the reading?” [01:07:00] And it was one 

of the best sessions of that course. And I tell that story, because I said, “I don’t think that 

would’ve happened at other places.” 

 

WC: That’s really special. Well, thank you all for taking time out of your reunion and joining me 

and talking about this. This has been great. 

 

(overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

 

- END - 


